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for France did not check him; but, so far as I have
discovered, no evidence exists that Jefferson was in
collusion with the truculent and impertinent "Citi-
zen." No doubt, however, the shrewd American
politician took satisfaction in observing the extrava-
gances of his fellow countrymen in paying tribute to
the representative of France. At Philadelphia, for
instance, the city which already was beginning to
have a reputation for spinster propriety which be-
came its boast in the next century, we hear that
".. . before Gen6t had presented his credentials and
been acknowledged by the President, he was invited
to a grand republican dinner,' at which/ we are told,
'the company united in singing the Marseillaise
Hymn, A deputation of French sailors presented
themselves, and were received by the guests with
the fraternal embrace.' The table was decorated with
the 'tree of liberty/ and a red cap, called the cap of
liberty, was placed on the head of the minister, and
from his travelled in succession from head to head
round the table/'1

But not all the Americans were delirious enthusi-
asts. Hamilton kept his head amid the whirling words
which, he said, might "do us much harm and could
do France no good." In a letter, which deserves to
be quoted in spite of its length, he states very clearly
1 Jay's Life, i, 30. his infatuation
